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Introduction

In the light of the political developments on the Western Balkans within the process of European
integration, it is of prior importance to know what young people themselves think about the 
European Union, about their lives and their place in the future society. The survey gathered data 
on young people’s views of their participation in society, their rights and opportunities as 
citizens of the EU and the meaning and future of the EU. 

For this reason, we – a team of four FutureLab Europe participants – have conducted this survey 
to evaluate and present what young people from the Western Balkans think about Europe and to 
what extent they feel a part of it.

The survey deals with the following aspects of the lives of young people from the Western 
Balkans:

 Citizenship, participation and democracy

 Meaning and Future of the EU

 YOUR country and the EU

The survey’s fieldwork was carried out between the 9th of May and 9th of June 2013. The 
questionnaire was distributed online using the 'Survey Monkey' service. 

180 young people age 18 to 30 from the Western Balkans (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Kosovo*, FYR Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia) answered the questionnaire. We find the 
largest percentage of respondents in Serbia (60%) and Bosnia and Herzegovina (19%), then 
Montenegro (8%), FYR Macedonia (5%), Kosovo* (4%) and Albania (4%).
Comparing gender rates, 57% of respondents are female, compared to 43% of male.

*The designation is without prejudice to the positions on Kosovo's status, and is in line with the UN Security Council 
Resolution 1244 and the ICJ opinion on Kosovo's 2008 declaration of independence.
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Summary

I Citizenship, participation and democracy

The majority of young people from the Western Balkans say that they are interested or very 
interested in politics and current affairs at local, regional, national and EU level. Participating in 
debates with policymakers is the most significant political action to ensure that their voices are 
heard, according to a large number of young people.

II Meaning and Future of Europe

Overall, young people from the Western Balkans tend to share a positive image of the European 
Union (EU) and its future. Most of them associate the EU with the freedom to travel, study and 
work anywhere within the Union.

III YOUR country and the EU

Young people are more optimistic about the EU’s future of their countries.

The majority of young people from the Western Balkans think that the EU membership would 
contribute to the democratic consolidation in the region, as well as to the necessary reforms in 
all fields of economic, social and political areas. It will open new opportunities not only for 
individuals (education, health care, travel), but also for companies (single market) as well as for 
the country itself (access to EU funds). According to the young people who participated in the 
survey, joining the EU is one of the best things which could happen to all countries in the 
Western Balkans. On the other side, someone mentioned that it is good because the alternative is 
worse. 

Generally, majority of young people from the Western Balkans think that the EU accession of 
their countries is going well, but not as well as it actually could. In some aspects it's doing well, 
in some not as well, such as corruption or reform of judicial system.
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I Citizenship, participation and democracy

1.1. Membership in organisations

In general, young people from the Western Balkans are very active in organisations or 
associations. We find that only a small percentage of young people are not a member of an
organization.

Comparing membership rates between countries, we find that young individuals in FYR
Macedonia, Montenegro, Kosovo* and Serbia are more likely to be member of an organisation 
than young people in Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina. Female respondents are more likely 
to be a member of an organisation than male respondents.

Looking at the type of organisation, it seems that non-governmental organisations and youth 
organisations are the most successful type of organisations among young people in almost all 
countries in the Western Balkans. For example the highest percentages of youth involved in 
work in the NGOs are in Montenegro (100%), FYR Macedonia (86%) and Kosovo* (83%).
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1.2. Engagement in voluntary work

Almost two thirds of young people from the Western Balkans are likely to be engaged in some 
kind of voluntary activities. 

1. 3. Becoming more active as citizen in the society

When asked which measures would help to encourage young people’s active participation in 
society, a majority of respondents (41%) suggested consulting young people before any public 
decision concerning them is taken. 
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Enabling more mechanisms for citizen participation and raising awareness about importance of 
citizens’ participation are the other two recommended measures for increasing young people’s 
active participation in the society. Also, young people think that more transparent and less 
politicised institutions are precondition for active citizenship in the Western Balkans.

1.4. Ensuring that one’s voice is heard

In all countries, a substantial number of young adults (46%) believe that participating in debates 
with policymakers is the most important political action to ensure that their voices are heard. 
Other offered answers are being a member of or supporting an NGO and joining a political party.
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1.5. Participation in elections and referenda

A vast majority of young people (86%) from the Western Balkans eligible to vote say they have 
voted in the elections or a referendum in the last three years. We find the largest percentages of 
respondents who did not vote in the elections or a referendum in the past three years in Serbia
(17%) and Montenegro (8%).

1. 6. Involvement in political life

When asked about the ways in which they have been involved in political life during the last 
year, the results show that a huge percentage of young adults have been actively involved in 
political life of their countries in various ways: 87% of them signed a petition, 85% worked in an 
NGO and 71% presented their views in an online discussion or forum.
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1. 7. Interest in politics and current affairs

A majority of young people from the Western Balkans say that they are very interested in 
politics and current affairs.

We find that in most countries respondents are most interested in politics at the national level
(59%), followed by the politics and current affairs at city or regional levels, and that they are 
least interested in the politics of the EU. Young people in FYR Macedonia have the highest level 
of interest in politics and current affairs on all three levels, and youth in B&H have the lowest 
level of interest in politics in general.

1. 8. The meaning of EU citizenship

The possibility to study and the right to work in any country in the EU, access to healthcare 
anywhere in the EU and the freedom of movement – this is what EU citizenship means for young 
people from the Western Balkans.
Individual country results show, however, small variations in young persons’ views and 
understanding of the meaning of being a European citizen. 
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1.9. Learning about rights and responsibilities of an EU citizen

Media play an important role in informing young people from the Western Balkans about their 
rights and responsibilities as future European citizens. A large majority of young people from the 
Western Balkans (67%) say that they received information about their rights and 
responsibilities as European citizens from the media. 64% of respondents got this information 
from NGOs and 52% from European institutions.

Other possible sources for learning about one’s rights and responsibilities as citizens of Europe 
mentioned by the respondents are: universities, informal education, summer schools and 
personally motivated research, books, the internet etc.
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II Meaning and Future of the EU

2. 1. The meaning of the EU

When we asked young people from the Western Balkans what associates them with the words 
“European Union”, most of them stated that those are words: Europe, European institutions, 
membership (66%). Individual country results show, however, small variations in young 
persons’ association with the words “European Union”.

The option answers we found the most interesting are: Brussels, Eurovision, Schengen system, 
European identity, multiculturalism, tolerance, dialogue, European values, neo liberalism, 
opportunity and democratic deficit.
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2. 2. Positive results of the EU

The most positive result of the EU for 83% of youth from Western Balkans is free movement of 
people, goods and services within the EU. A slightly lower percentage of young people from 
the Western Balkans report that, for them personally, the EU represents peace among the 
member States of the EU, while more than a half of respondents opted for the student exchange
programmes such as ERASMUS.

2. 3. EU values

The idea of Europe as a symbol of cultural diversity, peace and freedom of opinion has 
become a common place for most of young people from the Western Balkans.
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2. 4. The main challenges for the EU in the future

When asked about the main challenges for the EU in order to face the future, 30% of young 
people from the Western Balkans state that it is unemployment. The option answers we find 
the most interesting are: large administration and bureaucracy, enlargement, democratic deficit, 
crisis of values, nationalism and racism, growing extremism, rise of right-wing parties, common 
monetary and fiscal policy.

III YOUR country and EU

3. 1. Information about the European integration

45% of young people from the Western Balkans state that they are informed or very well 
informed about the European integration process. Only small percentage of them state that they 
are not informed.
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3. 2. Support of European integration

A vast majority of young people from the Western Balkans think that their countries should join 
the EU. We find that only one fifth of youth does not support EU membership of their country.

When we asked them in which year their country will be a part of the European Union, we found 
a large scope between the most optimistic scenario and the most pessimistic scenario, going 
from the “next decade” to “never”.
In case of Bosnia and Herzegovina, it wouldn’t be before 2020. Some of given options are: 2030, 
2050, but the worst would be, also, never. In case of FYR Macedonia, the most of the young 
people said it would be in the next 10 years. In case of Montenegro, the period from 2020 to 
2025. In case of Kosovo*, if it signs the Stabilization and Association Agreement (SAA) this year 
it wouldn’t be before 2027. In case of Serbia, the most common answer was 2020. But some of 
the respondents mentioned 2028, 2030 and 2035 as years when Serbia will become the member 
state of EU. We also find some answers with the most pessimistic scenario which is never.

Do you think your county should join the European Union?

Country Yes No
Albania 33% 67%

Bosnia and Herzegovina 67% 33%
FYR Macedonia 86% 14%

Montenegro 100% 0%
Kosovo* 67% 33%
Serbia 85 % 15%
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3. 3. Good and bad things about country’s membership in the European Union 

Membership in the European Union is a good thing, having in mind that being part of continental 
Europe, that's the only way for future economic, political, security and overall development and 
progress of the whole region. For small states from the Western Balkans to remain relevant in 
today's global society, only the EU can provide the most-advanced framework for geopolitical 
and negotiating position. If these countries would join the EU it will have a positive impact such 
as: better economic conditions, access to the single market, increase in competitiveness and 
investments, availability of work and study in other European countries, mutual cooperation, 
financial support, more travel opportunities, better legislation, rule of law, strong institutions, 
peace, higher living standard etc. Membership in the EU will resolve our big problems such as 
organised crime and corruption. Besides that, young people strongly believe that it can help 
people to overcome stereotypes and learn more about different cultures and people.

However, some young people from Western Balkans state that EU membership would also 
reflect negatively. They mentioned that it's bad for both sides, because Western Balkan countries
are not mature enough to join the EU and the EU is not well prepared to deal with more trouble. 
Problem is with the decision makers, as they have a perception of EU as a saviour and someone 
who will do everything instead of themselves. In such way they are also influencing on most of 
their population. As long as they don’t realise that they (decision makers and citizens of a WB 
country) have to work for their country and to improve it in various ways, the issue of EU 
membership should not be taken in consideration at all. Most of young people also, mentioned
that it's bad from economical point of view. Moreover, the freedom of movement of workers 
might cause even bigger 'brain drain' as young people will be attracted by job opportunities in 
the countries of Western Europe.

3. 4. Fulfilment of the preconditions for joining the EU

Generally, the majority of young people from the Western Balkans think that the fulfilment of the 
preconditions is going well, but not as well as it actually could. In some aspects it's doing well, in 
some not as well, such as corruption or reform of judicial system.

Albania still has many problems including political instability and justice sector issues. Actually, 
it has achieved some progress, but the political instability is pro-longing the process and nobody 
is even thinking to resolve these problems in order to join the EU. The progress of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina on the way to the EU is very slow and unsuccessful, because of the inner political 
issues which are making it impossible to focus on this aspect. So, there is very little, or no 
progress at all in respect to preconditions for joining the EU. In case of FYR Macedonia, all 
conditions are met or almost met, except for the condition to change its name. There is a huge 
problem with the name issue between FYR Macedonia and Greece, and no politician is found yet 
to lead a positive campaign for the solution, although it is known to everyone that without 
solving the name issue FYR Macedonia will not be a part of the EU. Montenegro is doing well 
but there are a lot of problems with corruption and organized crime, so it should show more 
effort in fulfilling the requirements. Kosovo* is compromising on its sovereignty in order to 
come closer to the EU. In the last ten years just a little segment has changed. It needs much more 
to be done. Following the European Council meeting on enlargement in Jun, Serbia finally made 
one step forward when the EU decided to open accession negotiations with it. Still, there are 
some drawbacks in crucial areas regarding the political criteria, economic reforms and missing 
some important follow ups and progress in the area of legal harmonization and approximation. 
Much has to be done in reforms of public sector, education system, monetary system, judiciary 
and fight against corruption. 
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About the project and this report

Plan Balkans: Europolitan is a follow-up activity organized in the framework of FutureLab 

Europe Programme 2012 that aims to enhance interest among young people in taking an active 

role in establishing the future path of European society and citizenship.

The main goal of the project is to raise awareness amongst young people about the importance 

of their active engagement in building the society and to foster the youth participation in 

creating the mainstream ideas and public opinions about their country's' European future.

The role of youth as actors in the process of EU integration in the Western Balkans (WB) is 

underestimated. This is why we tempt to tackle the issue of a vain interest and poor knowledge 

of young people about the EU, especially about their own rights and possibilities as European 

Union citizens.

We hope that this report, as part of our project, will facilitate an enriched and broader 

understanding amongst citizens of what accession actually entails, thereby contributing to the 

‘Europeanization' of public policy discussions and the creation of a broad coalition in support of 

EU membership.

As a final result of the project we ought to enhance interest among young people in taking an 

active role in establishing the future path of European society and citizenship.
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Disclaimer: This publication is funded by FutureLab Europe. Its 
contents are the individual responsibility of the FutureLab Europe

participants who have organised this project and do not in any way 
engage FutureLab Europe or the foundations which support it.


