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PLAN BALKANS: EUROPOLITAN 
PROJECT 

THE IDEA

Plan Balkans: Europolitan is a follow-up activity organized in the framework of 
FutureLab Europe Programme 2012 that aims to enhance interest among young 
people in taking an active role in establishing the future path of European society 
and citizenship.

Following the end of the Cold War and the subsequent interest of both Western 
and Eastern European countries to reunite with each other, the states making up 
the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia found themselves within violent 
conflicts and instability. Years of efforts for peace and state building brought an 
increasing interest in European integration for all countries in the Balkans.

For many years now, citizens from the Western Balkans have been confronted 
with all sorts of politics and policies involving the European Union: achieving 
candidate status, starting negotiations, fulfilling criteria, becoming a full 
member... Here we want to focus on a different perspective, and look at things 
from a different angle - from the angle of an ordinary young citizen.

Throughout the overall topic: Active citizenship and the quest for democratic 
legitimacy, we wish to shed a light on opinions and feelings of young people 
answering the question: Why can people from the Balkan countries already be 
considered to be citizens of Europe? 

The project is implemented in partnership with the International Summer School 
Sarajevo 2013 and Association “Pravnik”.
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WHO IS BEHIND THE PROJECT?
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AIMS OF THE PROJECT

MAIN ACTIVITIES

The main goal of the project is to raise awareness amongst young people about 
the importance of their active engagement in building the society and to foster 
the youth participation in creating the mainstream ideas and public opinions 
about their country's European future.

The role of youth as actors in the process of EU integration in the Western Balkans 
(WB) is underestimated. This is why we tempt to tackle the issue of a vain interest 
and poor knowledge of young people about the EU, especially about their own 
rights and possibilities as European Union citizens.

We hope that this publication, as part of our project, will facilitate an enriched 
and broader understanding amongst citizens of what accession actually entails, 
thereby contributing to the 'Europeanization' of public policy discussions and the 
creation of a broad coalition in support of EU membership.

As a final result of the project we ought to enhance interest among young people 
in taking an active role in establishing the future path of European society and 
citizenship. 

1. Call for essays and photos on the topic: Why are the people from Balkan 
countries already citizens of Europe? Winning essays and photos are published 
in this publication.

2. Online survey on perception, views, personal experiences and impact that 
European Union has among young people on Western Balkans.

3.  Panel discussion in Sarajevo in July, 2013.
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ESSAY: 

I AM ALREADY EUROPEAN
I am already European because I share the history and 
culture with other Europeans. Borders and passports do 
not matter that much. By travelling, we have become 
the new generation of European citizens, the 
generation that will ensure that peace and unity in 
Europe lasts for good.

Having European citizenship institutionalized with the 
Maastricht Treaty was one of the most important steps 
of the European Union towards the ultimate mission of 
bringing peace and prosperity back to Europe, 
submitting to supranationalism. Yet, I do not believe that 
only citizens of the European Union should consider 
themselves European. I think that I am already 
European, even though my country has a long way to go 
until it joins the EU. Now, you must be thinking, how 
come she is already European? I am already European 
because I share the history and culture with other 
Europeans. Our grandfathers might have fought 
together in wars, we might have the same origins or 
maybe we used to belong to the same empire or the 
same country. A long time ago, our ancestors might have 
shared territory, meals or ideologies. Today, we share 
beliefs, traditions and moral values. In addition, many of 
our languages are similar, we read the same books, we all 
love Game of Thrones and the Beatles, and we all adore 
watching a great football match. We are born the same, 
grow up the same, go to the same parties, get married in 
the same white dress, get sick in the same way and 
celebrate when we retire. We, from the Western Balkans 
and they, from the EU are, in fact, all the same. I am 
already European because I travel together with my 
European peers.

MAJA DAVIDOVIĆ
(SERBIA)

Maja is a sophomore 
student at the American 
College of Thessaloniki, 

majoring in 
International Relations. 

She is interested in 
human rights, 

transitional justice, 
peace and conflict 

studies, and wishes to 
pursue a career as a 

researcher.
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We meet each other at the Mediterranean seaside during summer or in the Alps 
during winter. We move freely as if borders did not matter, getting together, 
sharing experiences, falling in love, becoming friends and learning about each 
other. We learn how to appreciate our own cultures, understand other cultures, 
respect them and make the best out of our experiences. By traveling, we have 
become the new generation of European citizens, the generation that will 
ensure that peace and unity in Europe lasts for good. I am already European 
because I dream the same dreams as other Europeans. We all dream of 
“breaking free”, exploring the world, studying what we like, doing what we enjoy. 
All we want is an opportunity to show our best, to grow, to advance. We dream of 
a suburban house, family and a delicious Easter turkey. We dream even bigger. 
We dream of peace and the world where you and I are equal; the world where 
people of different races, sexual orientation, disabilities, or different ethnic and 
religious beliefs are the same, living together in love and respect. I am already 
European because what concerns me, concerns my European friends as well. We 
all fear of what the IMF will say. We all worry for the financial situation in Cyprus 
and Greece and believe that the Eurozone will continue to stand firmly. We are all 
excited to hear what Catherine Ashton has to say after her visit to Kosovo*or 
Serbia. We will all celebrate Croatia's accession to the EU, this July. All of us 
demand free education and more job opportunities. None of us desires 
bombings and killings in Syria or Afghanistan. At the end of the day, our fears and 
our hopes are completely the same. I am already European because I share the 
same values with other citizens of the European Union. All of us, together, 
believe in democracy and fair elections. All of us, together, believe in equal 
human rights and unity in our diversity. All of us, together, believe in free market 
economies and economic prosperity. We believe in a peaceful, united Europe; a 
Europe that is stronger than ever before; a Europe in which we are all French or 
Hungarian and European at the same time; a Europe in which we are all humans. 
In conclusion, I honestly hope I proved my point and convinced you I am 
European as well, just like you. Borders and passports do not matter that much. 
What matters the most is that we are all humans, sharing the same values, goals, 
and hopes, wishing only the best for Europe.

_____________________________________________________

*The designation is without prejudice to the positions on Kosovo's status, and is in line with the UN Security Council Resolution 1244 and the 

ICJ opinion on Kosovo's 2008 declaration of independence. 
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ESSAY:

OUR EUROPEAN IDENTITY

I think that the Balkans have fought each other in history 
because they have been taught to fight. Now it's time to teach 
them how to love, so they can love more.

“We are our thoughts”, Buddha said. Since our 
thoughts determine our lives, Balkan people and 
countries can easily be considered as citizens of 
Europe. Because, living physically in the European 
continent, we feel like European, we think like 
European and we strongly believe in the European 
Unions' future. Because of all this, there is not any 
other option! The globalization trend requires the 
unions of civilizations. Fortunately, Balkan countries 
are already part of the European civilization, so the 
European Union must be their political destination. 
Just because we are not yet politically part of 
European Union, that can not affect our self-
perception about our European identity. That identity 
is determined by our geography, history, culture and 
tradition. We cannot change it, even if we wanted to. 
So, since our European identity is determined by our 
geography, history, culture, tradition and what is most 
important by the world globalization trend, there is no 
dilemma that we already are citizens of Europe. 
Actually, I am not satisfied with the progress that 
Balkan countries are making in order to fully integrate 
into the European Union and consolidate their 
European identity.  Even if there seems to be progress, 
I think that the work we are doing does not meet the 
ambitions we have. And since discrepancy is always 
bad, we have to choose if we want to increase our 
work for progress, or decrease our ambitions.

ESHEREF 
HAXHIU
(KOSOVO*)

Esheref is a master 
student of International 
Relations and 
Diplomacy in Pristina. 
He graduated in 
Psychology and was the 
first official 

Member Representative 
of Kosovo at the 
European Federation of 
Psychology Students 
Associations (EFPSA). 
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 As an enthusiastic young man I belong to people who are optimistic about their 
future and want to increase their work instead of decreasing their ambitions. To 
do that, I think we must work hard, not just to gain some economical 
development, but social and political development as well. In our small territory, 
with people from different backgrounds and with bad memory of past 
experiences, the level of prejudices is still too high. I think that people have to 
talk more with each other, to make themselves aware about the similarities they 
have with each other, before the differences, so they can replace their bad 
memory of bad experiences, with good memory of good experiences. As it is said 
in the UNESCO constitution: “Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the 
minds of men that the defenses of peace must be constructed”. I think that the 
Balkans have fought each other in history because they have been taught to 
fight. Now it's time to teach them how to love, so they can love more. We can do 
that in many ways, but the best one is to bring them together and make them 
know each other by direct contacts. I have experienced this and I consider it as a 
best way to break the prejudices we have. There is a need for more 
communication!

*The designation is without prejudice to the positions on Kosovo's status, and is in line with the UN Security Council Resolution 1244 and the 
ICJ opinion on Kosovo's 2008 declaration of independence. 
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PHOTO:

We are all the same– human beings 

Here is why I think that we, as citizens of the Western Balkans, can already be 
considered to be citizens of Europe. This photograph shows my friends who are 
of different ethnic and national origin. Through it you can see the smile on our 
faces and the complexity of our friendship. The picture is with black and white 
details but missing something to get the full colors of life. That missing colors are 
spread throughout new friendships across Europe and not only in a certain part 
of the Balkans. I hope that our European friendships will be much better for 
young people.
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ANTONIO STAMATOSKI 
(FYR MACEDONIA)

Antonio finished his master studies in graphic 
design at the Technical Faculty on the 
University St. Kliment Ohridski in Bitola. He is 
interested in European integration and 
E u r o p e a n  l a w  b u t  h e  a l s o  e n j o y s  
photographing people with his camera and 
creating stories through the lens.
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JOVANA MILIĆ
(SERBIA)

Jovana is an Architect and 

Urban Planner from Serbia. 

She is currently doing her 

second Master in 

Management and 

Environmental Sciences.

 Jovana believes that by 

improving their everyday 

behavior people can make 

the world better and 

sustainable.

ESSAY:

WHERE DOES EUROPE 
END?

Do we really need some signed paper to become 
European citizens or is it just up to our perception and 
willingness to join, to be active, to respect all other 
member nations, to collaborate, to learn, to share the 
same values and respect basic human rights?

Where does Europe end? Some would say in the Ural 
Mountains, others would say in the Balkans. I would 
say that Europe is here in the Balkans equally as it is in 
the Iberian Peninsula or Scandinavia since we are all 
Europeans, at least in geographical context. However, 
there are still psychological borders of Europe in 
people's perception that are limiting and constraining 
European integration in one single entity - physical, 
psychological and cultural Europe. 
While Europe was progressing in the development of a 
common European identity and European values, 
Balkan countries were facing turbulent years of civil 
wars that were empowered by strong nationalistic 
ideas. Our firm ties with Europe were frozen for a while 
which resulted in shrinking people's perception in the 
Balkans, since they were concerned about existential 
day to day problems. After a stabilization and 
assimilation period the Balkan counties are renewing 
old friendships and collaboration in every aspect 
heading all together to the integration with the rest of 
Europe. The triggered interest in European citizenship 
is spreading fast among the young Balkan leaders and 
citizens. The beauty of a united Europe lays in its 
diversity, tolerance and uniqueness as such. 
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We could learn a lot from our neighbours, from other cultures within Europe. 
There is no such platform or union with a like diversity and richness of cultures, 
experiences, languages and history. We should be aware of its uniqueness and 
try to take an advantage of our privileged position and birth place. Young 
generations are keen on learning, rediscovering and reconnecting with Europe. 
It seems that we are not questioning our European citizenship; we consider it 
ours already. Do we really need some signed paper to become European citizens 
or it is just up to our perception and willingness to join, to be active, to respect all 
other member nations, to collaborate, to learn, to share the same values and 
respect the basic human rights? The war scars are still present, but we should not 
look back. Our history should be our reminder that we should improve and 
progress as a region, all together like it was back in past. We should open our 
perspectives towards fruitful future cooperation and integration with Europe 
where physical and mental borders will be just past and look forward to the 
progressive future of society. 
The Balkans has always been an important and integral part of Europe, and 
should remain like that. I strongly believe that we, young Balkan leaders, are able 
to bring the Balkans back on its European tracks, spreading the tolerance, 
European values and ideas among our peers. By building our personal and 
professional network within Europe we will be able to contribute on a European 
level not just to the community where we belong but to the society as a whole 
since we all live in the same continent where there are no natural borders, just 
the ones made by our own perception of ourselves…Europeans!
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ALEDA KUSHTA
(ALBANIA)

Aleda is a second year 

student at the Faculty of 

Economics and 

Administrative Sciences 

(FEAS), Department of 

Economics at Epoka 

University in Tirana. 

She finds that this and 

similar competitions are a 

significant way of sharing 

experiences and thoughts on 

current events in the 

countries of the Western 

Balkans.

ESSAY:

ALBANIA LIKE EUROPE
The most important thing is that young people are 
eagerly trying to be Europeans. They are studying a 
lot; they are involved in international competitions 
and want to have equal opportunities for their lives.

I was born in 1992, when my country, Albania was full 
of changes in political, economic and social aspects. 
The whole society changed during that period. Many 
things were destroyed and others were built with the 
motto 'Making Albania like Europe'. 
The spirit of the young students together with the 
Democratic Party made the fall of Communism 
possible and enabled the beginning of Democracy. 
People were very enthusiastic about these changes 
and the new life that was awaiting them. The slogan 
used in those days is still very popular for all Albanian 
people. Everyone raised their fingers up while saying 
'Freedom, Freedom, Democracy'. 
Besides all these things, our road to be a member 
country of the European Union is very long and hard to 
be achieved. In the beginning, people were looking 
forward and worked with motivation to achieve the 
settled conditions in order to accomplish them. 
Today, I am twenty years old and my country is still not 
a European Union Member State. For many reasons, 
we did not even get the candidate country status. 
Everything went out of control in the elections of 2009 
in Tirana, the capital city of Albania. The opposition 
denied the results of the elections. Meanwhile, the 
government accused them as the only ones 
responsible for the rejection of the EU to accept us as a 
candidate country. 
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Another bad influence was the Financial Crisis which began in 2008, but came a 
little bit later to Albania.  
This June, there are going to be held the elections for the Prime Minister. The 
election campaigns have started a couple of months before, but people are 
feeling really tired with the latest events. Furthermore, politics has impacted and 
reached our attention in every newspaper, magazine or television talk show. As 
the politics and economic situation are not looking good at all, day by day even 
more young people feel sad and hopeless for their future and that they are 
unable to do things that they would like to do. 
In my opinion, Albania has all the possibilities to be a European country. Its 
human capital is a key determinant to achieve that because its population is very 
young, it is approximately 28 years old as the average of the young people who 
live in Albania. The Albanian language alphabet has made possible for us to have 
high abilities in learning foreign languages because we have 36 letters. The 
youngsters are really keen on technology, they spend a lot of time using 
electronic devices and they are very successful on the academic level. But the 
most important thing is that they are eagerly trying to be Europeans. They are 
studying a lot, they are involved in international competitions and want to have 
equal possibilities for their lives. 
Hopefully, the coming years will bring a brighter future to Albania and also to 
other countries which are still fighting in order to accomplish the conditions of 
being an EU member state. In my opinion, we do have potential and I think that 
we are European citizens even though we are not officially residents of EU 
countries. 
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ALEKSANDRA 
ALEKSOVSKA

(FYR MACEDONIA)

Aleksandra is a hardworking 

and ambitious debater from 

Veles. She is an active user of 

paradoxes, books, analogies 

and twitter. Aleksandra is 

dedicated to volunteering, 

peace building, creative 

expression, youth projects 

and activities. Her main goal 

in life is to be happy and to 

achieve something useful for 

the society.

ESSAY:

WIND OF CHANGE
We are already part of Europe because we celebrate the 9th 

of May, the birthday of Europe, for 6 years in a row now, and 

we know that with every succeeding year we are a few steps 

closer to the “family”.

''There is no patriotism without freedom, no freedom 
without virtue, there is no virtue without citizens. 
Create citizens and you will have everything that you 
need, without them you won't have anything else 
except humiliated slaves.'' This is a quote by Jean 
Jacques Rousseau and actually this quote describes 
the citizens of Europe, because I believe that Europe 
beside the multiculturalism is also a boundless field for 
expressing the unique national symbols. And now 
when I'm thinking about the topic: “Why can people 
from the Balkan countries already be considered to be 
citizens of Europe?”, I'm focused on youth because I'm 
sure that we are already a part of Europe with our 
thirst for learning and exploring new cultures, 
different life-styles, and we have shown that 
withdrawal of the visa-regime was a new ''wind of 
change'' for us. We are, also, already part of Europe 
because we are getting our education according to the 
Bologna reforms, so we are prepared to work shoulder 
to shoulder with people from every European country. 
We are not validated as perfect and we are aware that 
perfection doesn't exist, but we know that Europe 
won't have stereotypes for our love for the food, for 
our constant waiting for a better life, for out need for 
European democracy, for our sensitivity and for our 
habits and fantasy.
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All of this is because we believe in the criteria and standards that we have to 
achieve for an invitation in Europe. 
My country is still fulfilling the criteria for becoming a full member of the 
European Union, that's because we have political and identity problems with our 
south neighbor. Our diplomats are trying to find the solution for that problem 
and I believe that every young person has a positive point of view and we are all 
trying to define our country name, because now more than ever, we feel ready to 
keep close to our national flag the flag with twelve stars, the symbol of 
happiness. Also we are familiar with all possible solutions for the student 
problems, with the civil activism; we are trying to have credible media outreach 
through social networks and to be informed. We are already part of Europe 
because we celebrate the 9th of May, the birthday of Europe, for 6 years in a row 
now, and we know that with every succeeding year we are a few steps closer to 
the “family”. We are enjoying every moment spent on organization and events 
for this date. We are already members of the European Union in the sense that 
we are aware about the global warming, we know how important the renewable 
sources of energy are, we are prepared to give our maximum to improve our 
industry zones and to be proud to promote our country as a part of Europe.
I know that I'm a relatively young person and I'm sure that my perspective for the 
European Union is not the same as yours, but I'm sure that we think like 
Europeans and we are trying to integrate with the other nations because each 
day we live for a better tomorrow, tomorrow when we won't only feel like a part 
of Europe, but we will be officially citizens of the European Union, we won't get 
anxiety for our trips and for students exchange. We are prepared to receive the 
diversity and freedom and everything that Europe offers to young people, a new 
perspective of life.
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ANDREJ 
STEFANOVIĆ

(SERBIA)

Andrej is a fourth year student 

of political science at the 

University of Belgrade and a 

student of Advanced 

undergraduate studies at the 

Belgrade Open School in 

Belgrade. He is interested in the 

ideas of European integration, 

contemporary political systems 

and the theory of democracy 

and he would like to continue 

his education in one of these 

fields. 

ESSAY:

SAME VALUES

In my opinion citizens of the countries of Western 
Balkans share the same values with their fellow 
Europeans and thus can, with full legitimacy, be 
considered as citizens of Europe.

'I am not an Athenian or a Greek, but a citizen of the 
world'

Socrates

The History of Europe begins with an Ancient Greek 
myth of a young Phoenician princess and Zeus, the 
supreme god in Greek mythology. Europe, who lived in 
Sidon in Asia Minor, where her father ruled as king, 
drew the attention of Zeus. As Greek gods couldn't 
appear before humans in their divine form, Zeus 
adopted the shape of a bull. He showed up in front of 
Europe as she was picking flowers with her friends, 
tricked her into climbing on top of him and carried her 
to the island of Crete. There Zeus lay with her and 
Europe gave birth to three sons: Rhadamanthos, 
Sarpendon and Minos.
As is the case with many other mythological stories 
and legends, there are some historical truths in the 
background of the myth of Europe. The story reveals 
the fact that the origin of Europe can be found in other 
cultures, civilizations and historical heritages. Firstly, it 
points out that the continent of Europe was, in a way, 
'born in Asia', as the milestone of the European 
civilization was laid in Crete with the Minoan 
civilization (which was named after Minos, one of 
three sons of Europe). This ancient civilization was 
under great influence of other cultures and peoples, 
namely Persians, Egyptians, Phoenicians, etc. 
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Secondly, going through the myth we can see and discover that even back in the 
Ancient times there was awareness that there were certain values in the core of 
the European civilization, e.g. openness, tolerance, acceptance, diversity, etc. 
This can be proven if we follow the story closely: Europe was a princess of a 
kingdom located in Asia, her father Agenos was of African descent and she gave 
birth to her sons on Crete, an island located in the center of routs and 
connections between Asia, Africa and mainland Europe.
From the late Middle Ages and especially after the Thirty Years' war and the 
Treaty of Westphalia in 1648, Europe took the path of division, separation and 
the creation of small national states. In these national states, sovereignty was 
concentrated in a single ruler who had almost absolute power over their 
subjects, i.e. the people who lived on the territory of their kingdom. The result 
was that citizenship, as it was developed in the XIX century after the French 
revolution and the Napoleonic wars, was fixed on national ground. People had 
responsibilities solely towards their national sovereigns and enjoyed rights and 
freedoms that were given to them through documents adopted by the absolute 
monarchs or by the national parliaments and conventions. In short, there was no 
pan- European state, no pan- European government and no pan- European 
citizen. 
But things seemed to start to change in the second half of the XX century with the 
creation of a closer cooperation between European states and peoples. This 
closer cooperation, which begun in the fifties with the creation of three 
European communities, reached new heights in the early nineties with the 
adoption of the Maastricht treaty and the bringing to life of the European Union. 
This European Union brought many new things to the peoples of Europe- e.g. the 
finalization of the common market, the project of the European Monetary 
Union, an empowered European Parliament, etc. Also, it created a new category 
in the dictionary of the European integration: the citizen of the European Union. 
Today the countries of the Western Balkans are not a part of the EU and it is likely 
that their accession will not occur in the next 6 to 7 years. Ergo, citizens of these 
countries cannot be considered citizens of the EU. Even though on legal and 
political grounds this statement is true, in my opinion citizens of the countries of 
Western Balkans can, with full legitimacy, be considered citizens of Europe. As 
we saw, the core of the European civilization consists of certain values. These 
values can be easily connected with important legal, political and social 
concepts, ideas and categories that form the basis of the whole European 
civilization, e.g. rule of law, freedom, social justice, free, social market, 
constitutionally guaranteed rights and freedoms, etc. 
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In conclusion, there is no doubt in my mind that the citizens of the Balkans can be 
considered citizens of Europe. We already share the same values that 
characterize people in European countries that are already members of the EU. 
There only remains the question when are we going to become citizens of the EU, 
which only depends on the speed of the accession of Western Balkan countries 
towards the EU.

KETI GJIPALI
(ALBANIA)
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PHOTO:

We will survive untouched

This photo represents the youth of the Balkans. It shows that even though they 
are drowning in a political environment and cold social war, they still find the 
strength to rise up, to remain with untouched ideas and beautiful. It is very 
difficult nowadays to be an idealistic person and to resist to the outside 
pressures. Everyone is trying to drown you in his or her lake of promises, but no 
one except you knows what's best for you and what the world you believe in is.
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ESSAY:

PART OF A HUGE AND 
STRONG FAMILY
The Balkans can be a great experience to students 
from UK or Italy if one day they come to visit. People 
are very friendly and warm-hearted here. When a 
stranger comes to visit this part of Europe he will 
enjoy it and he will feel the warmth of home 
wherever he stays in the Balkans.

It all started in 1950 with the love of Germany and 
France. Since then we have a huge family with 27 
children. They love, help, and respect each other. 
Today this family is strong, but righteous to all its 
children.  Today, this family will also help other non-
members of the family if they need some sort of help.
This is my view of the European Union today. I consider 
it as a huge family with a lot of members. This family is 
pregnant, and soon it will have one new member, 
Croatia.
The main reason why people from the Balkan region 
already can be considered citizens of Europe is that 
they historically belong to Europe. All the young 
people in Europe, but especially in the Balkan region 
have a duty to be active. This duty is not difficult, but it 
can be considered as not easy. This duty can be 
explained in one word: Honesty. We must cooperate 
with different people who come from other European 
countries, from Croatia on the north to Macedonia on 
the south, and from Bosnia on the west to Moldova on 
the east. Until the 1990s we were a huge and a strong 
country. 
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Later came the war and people did things that should not be done to anyone. 
People lost their homes, their family members and other valuable things that 
belonged to them. Today, years after the war a lot of people cooperate with each 
other. People who once where enemies, today work in the same company, or 
help each other. This is the most important evidence that people from the 
Balkans can be considered as honest and brave citizens of EU, and it also shows 
that people can cooperate and work with each other, even if they were enemies 
in the past. The best way to be integrated in the society is to study and to explore 
new things. In the EU today we have the ERASMUS project where students meet 
and explore new places and people. The Balkans can be a great experience to 
students from UK or Italy if they one day come to visit it. People are very friendly 
and warm hearted here.
When a stranger comes to visit this part of Europe he will enjoy it and he will feel 
the warmth of home wherever he stays in the Balkans. People in this part of 
Europe are kind and willing to help, as other people from other parts of the EU. 
Many people say that we should not enter the EU because we will „loose our 
country“. I can only tell them, that when we enter the EU we will be part of a huge 
and strong family. We will help our neighboring countries and cooperate with 
them. I will be proud when all the Balkan countries enter the EU one day. That 
day the doors to nationalism and war will be closed. This is the biggest example 
why I will be proud of this region when it enters the EU one day.
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ESSAY:

HOW TO DESERVE THE 
BALKANS
Our story of a new beginning in the Balkans should 
start with the sentence of a prominent Bosnian 
author, Abdulah Sidran: ''Even wounds on the body 
could grow into pearls and the best example of this 
are the shells.''

Historically, the Balkans represent a cultural and 
civilizational cradle of today's Europe. The first 
European civilization - ancient Greece, and the first 
European empire - Macedonia, were created in the 
Balkans. The famous ''clash'' between famous 
Empires: Western and Eastern Roman Empire, 
Austrian and Ottoman Empire – occurred in the 
Balkans. Europe also “felt”, for the first time, the 
''touch'' of the two major world religions: Christianity 
and Islam, right in the Balkans.
In the Balkans the First World War began (Sarajevo), 
the Second World War was ignited (the Balkan Front), 
and the Cold War was initiated (the Truman Doctrine). 
All these facts raise a simple question: Why? The 
answer, however, is very complex. The Balkans 
represented (and still represents) a geopolitical hub of 
the West and East, or actually a ''European gate'' 
between the Black, Marmara, Aegean, Ionian and 
Adriatic sea. For Napoleon Bonaparte the Balkans was 
''a point from where to rule the world'', for Suleiman 
the Magnificent it was ''a gate of civilization'' and for 
the Romanov dynasty it was ''the lung of Europe''. 
Throughout history, its importance and wealth, 
however, was almost unknown to its inhabitants. 
Although these lines are not an adequate place to 
mention our historical traumas,  it is important not to 
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lose sight of Hegel's idea of history ''which firstly repeats as tragedy and the 
second time as farce''. Therefore, Balkan states don't need any repetitions and 
reminiscences of that kind. The Balkan states need a new beginning!
And our new beginning is a journey toward our biggest goal, and that's - getting 
back to our authentic historical and logical source - Europe! Greece is a member 
of the European Union since 1981. Slovenia is an EU member since 2004, while 
Romania and Bulgaria are EU members since 2007. Croatia signed The EU 
Accession Treaty in 2011 and it is expected to become the full member of the EU 
in 2013. The Republic of Macedonia has been a candidate country for EU 
membership since 2005. Montenegro has the same status (since 2010) as well as 
Serbia (since 2012). Albania submitted an Application for the status of candidate 
for EU membership in 2009, while Bosnia and Herzegovina signed the 
Stabilization and Association agreement with the EU in 2008. Very soon it is 
expected that Kosovo will be included in the integration agenda of the European 
Union. The citizens of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Albania and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina enjoy the benefits of EU's Annex II visa policy (''white'' Schengen), 
which allows them to enter the Schengen Area for a maximum of 90 days 
without the need to apply for a visa.
All of these factual records testify to the fact that the inhabitants of the Balkan 
countries can be considered citizens of Europe. Despite all our differences, that 
divide us and connect us; in spite of all our bad experiences and the problems, 
and in spite of all our lack of historical wisdom, that condemned us, it is time for 
us to begin to perceive our heterogeneity as a civilizational advantage (what 
Europe teaches us), otherwise we will repeat our historical debacles. Prominent 
Bosnian author Abdulah Sidran, considering our past-present-future conflict 
synthesis, said a beautiful and memorable thought: ''Even wounds on the body 
could grow into pearls and the best example of this are the shells.'' Our story of a 
new beginning in the Balkans should start with this sentence. 
The Balkan Peninsula is a geographical area of over 770,000 square kilometers, 
where more than 60 million people live. The richness of the Balkans is not only 
contained in the energy potential of Romania, the food potential of the 
Pannonian Plain in Serbia, mineral potential of ''Trepča'', touristic potential of 
the Croatian, Montenegrin and Bulgarian coast, or the Greek islands, the hydro-
potential of Bosnia and Herzegovina, etc. Above all, it is contained in the great 
human potential! Because the Balkans are the homeland of Homer and 
Leonidas, Alexander the Great, Emperor Constantine, Simeon the Great, Mother 
Teresa, Ivan Gundulić, Ruđer Bošković, Vladimir Prelog, Lavoslav Ružička, Meša 
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Selimović, Ivo Andrić, Odysseas Elytis, Milovan Đilas, George Emil Palade, Traian 
Vuia, Nikola Tesla, Mihajlo Pupin, Milutin Milanković, Mileva Marić, Mirza 
Delibašić, Hristo Stoichkov, Dražen Petrović, Janica Kostelić, Novak Đoković, 
Branimir Štulić…

Often forgotten, never investigated, always sacrificed...
It deserved safe harbors and cities…

It deserved freedom and love...
It just didn't deserve us – the way we were!
It is time now for us – the way we must be,

to deserve the Balkans!

MARKO KRSTIĆ
(SERBIA)
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PHOTO:

WORKING CLASS IN SERBIA

Each door represents a new task and condition that Serbia needs to fulfil to 
become a member of EU. The girl represents Serbia on that way, she goes 
through the new door and behind every door is the same poor life, nothing 
better. The light behind the last door is maybe the final goal, and maybe a 
new task.
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ESSAY:

IS BALKANS ALWAYS THE 
“OTHER”?

We, the citizens of the Balkans, should build bridges between 
our countries; then we will be able to build our European 
community with other European peoples.

"
"

” 

" "

" "

" "

" " " ")

European subconscious is structured like the 
Balkans

– Mladen Dolar

In the history of Europe, the cultural Other has always 
been an instrument for articulation and legitimization 
of European identity: the Muslim Other, the 
communist Other, the Eastern European Other etc. 
Lately, that imaginary space is being filled by 
something we could name – the Balkan Other. So, in 
order to answer the question: "Why can people from 
the Balkan countries already be considered citizens of 
Europe? we should ask ourselves three more 
fundamental questions: What is Europe today, where 
do the Balkans begin and where do they end and who 
are the people from the Balkans who are supposed to 
become  European citizens?

When we think about Europe today, we risk grasping 
that idea only as contemporary EU, while the non-EU 
countries that are on their way to Europe  must 
repeatedly prove their “Europeanity”, have to work on 
becoming European . Thus the very idea of Europe is 

based on exclusion: let us remember that the name 
Europe had no special weight until the Ottoman 
conquest of Constantinople in 1453. The economic 
crisis and high unemployment rates have re-actualized 
old segregations between European countries: the rich 
North and the poor ( regressive , lazy  South. 
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The advanced West has taken over the role to discipline and punish the 
underdeveloped semi-periphery of  (the area of the so-called Western 
Balkans is not the exception, on the contrary). In such unequal position, the 
solution can be found only in more solidarity amongst European people, 
including those from the Balkans, to prevent the return of the old continent  to 
its own darker past.
Although the Balkans are part of the European continent, geographically, 
historically and culturally, the image of the Balkan's Otherness is deeply rooted in 
everyday life and being reproduced throughout discursive practices of politicians 
and mass media. In order to demonstrate their “Europeanity”, people from the 
Balkan countries remain captured in infantilism which requires tutorage and 
administration. Not being able to deal with the catastrophic social conditions, 
local politicians promote excluding nationalism as a tool for legitimization of 
their interests amongst a large group of poverty-stricken citizens ( losers in 
transition ). The image of the Balkans as a dangerous region  which needs 
supervision because of ethnic tensions corresponds with the need for EU 
administration, thus it is used to legitimate EU tutorage in the Balkan countries. 
Europeanization of the Balkans infrequently threats people from the Balkans as 
second-class citizens, as children who need to learn democracy and to become 
mature  in order to be appropriate  citizens of EU.

Either Europe will 
recognize in the Balkan situation not a monstrosity grafted to its breast, a 
pathological 'after-effect' of underdevelopment [...], but rather an image [...] of 
its own history, and will undertake to confront it and resolve it and thus to put 
itself into question and transform itself. 

Europe

" "

"
" " "

"
" " "

Collective memories and today's identity of the Balkan people are strongly 
shaped by the brutality of wars, columns of refugees, poverty, etc. All the 
traumas of recent European history – war crimes, genocides, cruelty – are being 
projected on the Balkans. Negative connotations which the Balkans carry are 
being used for some countries to dissociate from the symbolic map of the 
peninsula: less Balkans means more civilization. Thus the Balkans are always the 
Other: "For Serbs, it begins down there in Kosovo or Bosnia, and they defend the 
Christian civilization against this Europe's Other. For Croats, it begins with the 
Orthodox, despotic, Byzantine Serbia, against which Croatia defends the values 
of the democratic Western civilization. For Slovenes, it begins with Croatia, and 

3 [...] Slovenes are the last outpost of the peaceful Mitteleuropa...“, and so on.
However, it is usually forgotten that democracy as a form of political system 
originates from the very bottom of the Balkans.
So, to conclude, let me quote the philosopher Etienne Balibar: "
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3 Only then will Europe probably begin to become possible again. Until then, we – 
the citizens of the Balkans – should build bridges between our countries; 
therefore we will be able to build our European community with other European 
peoples.

"
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